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Instructional Guide: In order to complete this instructional activity, you may utilize the articles listed 
below and/or use available external resources. Additional resources and instructional information are 
located in the resources tab. 
 
Note to students: It is recommended that you don’t complete the entire assignment in one sitting, rather 
work on your Social Studies assignment for 30-45 minutes a day. Use the weekly checklist and consider 
breaking up the tasks into smaller chunks.  When assigned in its entirety this lesson should take 
approximately 3-5 days to complete. 
  
  
Student Instructions: 
 

1. Read the content summary. 
2. Read the assigned articles highlighting key information. 
3. Respond to the following questions in 3-5 sentences. 
4. If prompted, complete the extension activities  

 
Time: 3-5 days  

 
Intended Grades: 6-12 
 
Vocabulary: 

● Confederacy 
● Emancipation Proclamation 
● Fort Sumter 
● Gettysburg Address 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://media.newsela.com/article_media/extra/Social_Studies_Weekly_Checklist_1.pdf


Content Summary: 
The Civil War was fought from 1861-1865. The war started because of differences in the North and South, the 
free states and the slave states. In 1860, Abraham Lincoln was elected as the first Republican president on a 
platform promising to keep slavery out of the territories. His election prompted seven slave states in the south 
to secede from the Union and form the Confederate States of America. President Lincoln refused to recognize 
this secession. On April 12, 1861 the first shots of the Civil War were fired at Fort Sumter. More states seceded 
and eventually the Confederacy included 11 southern states. The North was bigger and its economy was based 
on industry and manufacturing. The economy of the South depended primarily on slave labor. Robert E. Lee 
successfully led the Confederate troops until General Ulysses S. Grant was placed in charge of the Union 
armies. The Civil War remains the deadliest war in American history. More than 600,000 soldiers died in the 
conflict. On April 9, 1865, General Lee surrendered to General Grant at the Appomattox Court House in Virginia.  
 
Questions (respond in 3-5 sentences): 
 

1. Explain the causes that led to the outbreak of the Civil War. 
2. Describe the significance of Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation. 
3. Do you think it was inevitable that the North would win the Civil War?  

 
Extension Activities (Optional): 
 

● Interview with President Lincoln: Pretend you are a reporter during the Civil War. What 10 questions 
would you ask President Abraham Lincoln? 

● Newspaper Article: Imagine you are a news reporter covering the Civil War. Write a newspaper article 
describing the impact of the war on the United States.  

 
The articles included in this lesson are: 

● The election of 1860 
● The military background of Union, Confederate forces in the Civil War 
● Primary Sources: Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation  
● Defining Battles of Civil War 
● Why the Civil War took so long to be officially over 

 
 
 

 

https://newsela.com/read/lib-history-election-1860-lincoln/id/52208/?collection_id=73
https://newsela.com/read/lib-military-background-civil-war/id/2000001996/?collection_id=339
https://newsela.com/read/primary-source-emancipation/id/18350/?collection_id=19
https://newsela.com/read/natgeo-defining-battles-civil-war/id/51131/?collection_id=73
https://newsela.com/read/lib-civil-war-ended-16-months-lee/id/51579/?collection_id=138

