
Sectionalism and Slavery   
   

   Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Class: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Date: _ _ _ _ _ _  

 
 
 
Instructional Guide: In order to complete this instructional activity, you may utilize the articles listed 
below and/or use available external resources. Additional resources and instructional information are 
located in the resources tab. 
 
Note to students: It is recommended that you don’t complete the entire assignment in one sitting, rather 
work on your Social Studies assignment for 30-45 minutes a day. Use the weekly checklist and consider 
breaking up the tasks into smaller chunks.  When assigned in its entirety this lesson should take 
approximately 3-5 days to complete. 
 
 
Student Instructions: 
 

1. Read the content summary. 
2. Read the assigned articles highlighting key information. 
3. Respond to the following questions in 3-5 sentences. 
4. If prompted, complete the extension activities  

 
Time: 3-5 days  

 
Intended Grades: 6-12 
 
Vocabulary: 

● Abolitionist 
● Antebellum 
● Compromise of 1850  
● Cotton Gin 
● Popular Sovereignty 
● Underground Railroad 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://media.newsela.com/article_media/extra/Social_Studies_Weekly_Checklist_1.pdf


 
Content Summary: 
The question of slavery was a pressing issue in the United States since the birth of the nation. For decades, 
lawmakers tried to make various compromises to keep the peace. But by the mid 1800s, the nation was largely 
divided. Sectionalism meant being loyal to a region or particular part of the nation, and not to the United States 
as a whole. The Northern economy was built on industry, manufacturing, shipping, and other business. In the 
South, the economy relied on planting and picking crops, which was done with slave labor. This meant that the 
North supported the interests of the North, while the South was interested in the interests of the South. 
Meanwhile, the nation continued to expand, with each new state forcing the question of if it would be a free or 
a slave state. The Compromise of 1850 admitted California as a free state, created the New Mexico and Utah 
territories, expanded Texas to the Rio Grande River, and enforced the Fugitive Slave Act anywhere in the United 
States. The federal enforcement of the Fugitive Slave Act angered many people, who viewed it as a federal 
endorsement of slavery. California’s entrance to the Union created an imbalance of free and slave states and 
heightened tensions between the interests of the North and South.  
 
Questions (respond in 3-5 sentences): 

1. Describe the conditions of slavery and how slaves resisted bondage. 
2. Explain the factors that contributed to the growing abolitionist movement during the antebellum period. 
3. What was the impact of Uncle Tom’s Cabin on how slavery was perceived? 

 
Extension Activities (Optional): 
 

● Cause and Effect: Using the cause and effect worksheet or a piece of paper,  analyze the causes that 
led to increased sectionalism and the effects of these changes on the nation.   

● Discussion: Discuss with a peer or caregiver why you think compromise wasn’t successful in 
addressing the sectional issues in the United States.  

 
 
The articles included in this lesson are: 

● Kansas-Nebraska Act 
● Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
● The Abolitionists: John Brown 
● Primary Sources: Conductor on the Underground Railroad Part Two 
● Primary Sources: “Memories of Childhood’s Slavery Days” 

 

 

https://media.newsela.com/article_media/extra/2017-12-Cause-Effect-Tchart.pdf
https://newsela.com/read/smi-kansas-nebraska-act/id/30380/?_flash_query_param_1=184
https://newsela.com/read/gl-history-Uncle-Toms-Cabin-stowe/id/38461/?collection_id=71
https://newsela.com/read/bio-civil-rights-john-brown/id/19307/?collection_id=21
https://newsela.com/read/primary-source-underground-railroad-part-two/id/25974/?collection_id=16&search_id=4a240733-755c-4102-aaa2-dcfdf365e0db
https://newsela.com/read/primary-source-memories-childhood-slavery/id/45639/?collection_id=134

