
 

Threads & Themes Grade 8, Unit 2, ​

Investigation 1 Summative Assessment (Teacher Edition) 

Focus Standards: RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.4, RL.8.6, L.8.4.a, L.8.4.b, L.8.5.b 

PASSAGE 1 

“The Loudest Voice”  —  Lexile: 1050L  |  Literary 

(1) The first thing Meera noticed when she walked into the community center with her mother 
was the smell of coffee, floor wax, and something sharper underneath—the specific tension of a 
room whose occupants have already committed to the opinions they intend to express. Folding 
chairs had been arranged in rows facing a portable podium, and every seat, as far back as Meera 
could see, was filled. 

(2) By seven o’clock, the session had been convened and the meeting was officially called to 
order. The room that Meera’s mother had described as “a few neighbors getting together” 
contained nearly a hundred people. Meera had expected maybe forty. She folded herself into a 
chair near the back, accepted the yellow agenda paper from a man who pressed it into her hand 
without looking at her, and read: “Proposed Designation of Riverside Park as a National 
Monument.” 

(3) The man at the podium was named Mr. Carrigan. He had the kind of voice that carried 
without effort, a warm baritone that arrived in the back row feeling personal, as though he were 
speaking to each listener individually rather than to a room. He wore no tie. He set his papers 
down on the podium with deliberate casualness, as if delivering news he had not planned to 
deliver but felt a responsibility to share. 

(4) “This park,” Carrigan said, drawing the silence out before he spoke, “is yours.” He paused 
again. “It has been yours for sixty years, and in eighteen months, if this plan goes through, you 
will need a permit to walk through it.” 

(5) The room murmured, and Meera’s mother leaned forward while Meera watched Carrigan 
raise his hands slightly, palms outward, as though calming a crowd that had not yet started to 
surge. 

(6) What followed was a series of statistics. Meera had no way to check them, and neither, she 
suspected, did most people in the room. In between, Carrigan described the acres “handed 
over,” the trees “sacrificed,” the children’s programs “eliminated.” Each arrived with a verb that 
did heavy work—not removed but slashed; not sold but surrendered. She noticed this the way 
she might notice a coin on the sidewalk when she was late to school, unsure at first whether it 
was worth stopping for, but aware enough to remember that she had. 

(7) “They are betting,” Carrigan said, his voice dropping to something almost intimate, “that you 
are too busy to pay attention . . . that you’ll read the headlines and go back to your lives. They 
are betting that you do not care.” He let the word care sit in the air. “I believe they are wrong.” 

(8) The applause was immediate and galvanizing. Meera felt the pull of it, the warm sense of 
belonging to something that had just declared itself against an enemy. Her mother was clapping 
hard, her face lit with the particular brightness of someone who has found confirmation for 
something she already believed. 
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(9) Meera did not clap. She was still thinking about the verb surrendered. Her silence felt like a 
small act of dissent she had not consciously planned. 

(10) After the applause settled, Carrigan invited questions. Three people stood to speak, and 
each affirmed what Carrigan had said rather than questioning it. The room absorbed each 
contribution the way water accepts dye—the whole thing growing darker and more certain with 
each addition. 

(11) Meera raised her hand, and her mother turned, eyebrows raised. 

(12) “How many children’s programs are actually being eliminated?” Meera asked when Carrigan 
called on her. “Is there a specific number? And are there any new programs being planned that 
would benefit the community?” 

(13) A few heads turned in her direction with what she could only describe as mild irritation, as 
though she had spoken out of turn. 

(14) Carrigan smiled. “We are still reviewing the documentation,” he said smoothly. “The 
important thing is the direction this is heading.” He moved immediately to the next raised hand. 

(15) Meera sat with that answer for a long moment. Direction was not a number; it was not a 
fact. It was a way of saying something without saying anything, a space shaped like an answer 
but empty at its center. But the room had already moved on, the applause had already 
happened, and the certainty had already settled into the chairs. 

(16) She thought: So this is how it works. 

ITEMS — PASSAGE 1 

Item 1 — L.8.4.a  |  Context clues: restatement (para 2)  |  DOK 2  |  MC 

Read this excerpt from paragraph 2 of “The Loudest Voice.” 

By seven o’clock, the session had been convened and the meeting was officially called to 
order. The room that Meera’s mother had described as “a few neighbors getting 
together” contained nearly a hundred people.  

Which phrase from the excerpt MOST helps the reader determine the meaning of the word 
“convened”? 

A) “seven o’clock” 

B) “the session” 

C) “officially called to order” 

D) “nearly a hundred people” 

Item 2 — RL.8.1  |  Evidence: Carrigan’s claim about permits (para 4)  |  DOK 1  |  MC 

In paragraph 4, what does Carrigan claim will happen if the plan for Riverside Park is 
approved? 

A) Residents will need a permit to walk through the park. 

B) The park will be given to a private developer. 

C) Programs in the park will be permanently closed. 

D) Residents will lose their right to vote on future changes to the park. 
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Item 3 — RL.8.4  |  Word choice: connotation of “eliminated” (para 6)  |  DOK 2  |  MC 

Read this sentence from paragraph 6 of “The Loudest Voice.” 

In between, Carrigan described the acres “handed over,” the trees “sacrificed,” the 
children’s programs “eliminated.” 

How does Carrigan’s use of the word “eliminated” affect the audience’s understanding of the 
park changes? 

A) It suggests the changes are temporary and can be reversed with enough community 
effort. 

B) It implies the park managers acted rashly when making decisions about programs. 

C) It invites an objective group discussion of the facts. 

D) It makes the loss of the programs feel total and deliberate. 

Item 4 — L.8.5.c  |  Connotation: “surrendered” vs. “sold” (para 6)  |  DOK 2  |  MC 

Read this sentence from paragraph 6 of “The Loudest Voice.” 

Each arrived with a verb that did heavy work—not removed but slashed; not sold but 
surrendered.  

What does the word “surrendered” suggest about the park changes that the word “sold” does 
not? 

A) that the changes were made quickly 

B) that the price paid for the park was too high 

C) that the action is felt as an unfortunate loss 

D) that the changes will benefit the park over time 

Item 5 — L.8.4.b  |  Morphology: prefix dis- in “dissent” (para 9)  |  DOK 2  |  MC 

Read this sentence from paragraph 9 of “The Loudest Voice.” 

Her silence felt like a small act of dissent she had not consciously planned. 

The word “dissent” contains the prefix dis-, meaning “opposite” or “apart from.” Based on this 
prefix and the context of the sentence, what does “dissent” mean? 

A) a strong feeling of agreement with a group decision 

B) a show of opposition to what others accept 

C) a deliberate plan to change the minds of others 

D) a sudden outburst of emotion that disrupts a gathering 

Item 6 — RL.8.2  |  Summary: objective summary of passage  |  DOK 2  |  MC 

Which sentence BEST summarizes “The Loudest Voice”? 

A) Meera attends a community meeting where a speaker uses emotionally charged language 
about a park plan, and Meera wonders about the gap between the speaker’s speech and the 
facts. 

B) A skilled speaker convinces a community to oppose a park development plan by revealing 
the ways the plan will affect their way of life. 

C) Meera and her mother disagree about how to respond to a community meeting after a 
speaker presents alarming statistics about a local park. 
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D) A community meeting turns tense when residents realize a speaker has misrepresented 
the facts about what the government intends to do. 

Item 7 — RL.8.3  |  Character arc: Meera’s events in sequence  |  DOK 2  |  Sequencing TEI 

Put the following events in the order they occur in “The Loudest Voice.” 

Drag the tiles into the correct sequence from first to last. 

Tile A:  Meera notices that Carrigan’s word choices seem more intense than the situation 
requires, though she is not yet sure what to make of it. 

Tile B:  Meera asks Carrigan for specific numbers to support his claim about the children’s 
programs. 

Tile C:  Meera arrives at the meeting and notices that the room is far more crowded than she 
expected. 

Tile D:  Meera privately identifies the pattern she has been observing throughout Carrigan’s 
speech. 

Item 8 — RL.8.6  |  Dramatic irony: reader vs. Meera’s understanding  |  DOK 3  |  MC 

Which statement BEST describes the effect of dramatic irony in “The Loudest Voice”? 

A) It allows the reader to feel surprised at the end when Meera finally understands 
Carrigan’s approach. 

B) It causes the reader to distrust Meera’s thoughts because she takes longer than expected 
to recognize Carrigan’s intentions. 

C) It creates suspense by letting the reader recognize Carrigan’s style of speaking before 
Meera can fully name it. 

D) It suggests that Carrigan’s speech contains false information that neither the reader nor 
Meera can check. 
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PASSAGE 2 

“The Signal Compositor”  —  Lexile: 860L  |  Literary | Below band due to speculative-fiction 
conversational register with dialogue and short, fragmented sentences 

(1) The signal room on Level Four of Alcyone Station was cooler than the rest of the habitat and 
always quiet—a necessary condition for compositing, the precise work of arranging a 
transmission so it reaches every deck in the correct format. Seren settled into the seat before 
the encoding console, adjusted the light level, the artificial kind that the lower levels ran on 
continuously, and pulled up the day’s first file. 

(2) The file had been sent by the Resident Assembly that morning, tagged urgent, with a note 
that it needed to reach all residential decks before the evening rotation. Seren opened it and 
began reviewing it carefully, having learned early on not to transmit anything without reading it 
all the way through first. 

(3) THE COUNCIL CLAIMS YOUR SUNLIGHT: YOUR ACCESS TO THE SOL DECK WILL BE CUT IN 
HALF 

(4) Below the headline, a transcript described the Council’s new access policy. The Sol Deck 
morning window would be reduced from four hours to two and reservation wait times would 
double. Seren already knew the changes would take effect at the start of the next rotation cycle. 
The same information had come through the official Council channel two days earlier. The facts 
in the broadcast were accurate. 

(5) But the words. 

(6) “Claims,” Seren said quietly, not to anyone. The Sol Deck, the one section of the station 
where the hull panels opened to full, unfiltered sunlight, was the most contested space in the 
habitat. But had the Council claimed it? The word implied seizure, an aggressive act. What the 
Council had actually done was adjust a schedule. 

(7) Deva, the senior compositor at the next station, glanced over. “Something wrong with the 
signal structure?” 

(8) “The language,” Seren said. “The facts are accurate, but the word choices—” 

(9) “The word choices are effective,” Deva said, without pausing. “People feel the loss of their Sol 
time, and they need to understand why it matters.” 

(10) Seren continued reviewing the file into the next section, which read: WHILE RESIDENTS ARE 
STRIPPED OF MORNING LIGHT, THE ADMINISTRATIVE LEVELS RETAIN PRIORITY ACCESS. This 
was technically true. The upper administrative decks had separate access routes to the Sol Deck 
and were not subject to the new reservation system. But the verb stripped landed differently 
than “reduced” or “adjusted”: it was the word you used when something was taken by force. 

(11) “The facts do not need to be arranged to make the Council’s decision appear more sinister 
than it may actually be,” Seren said carefully. 

(12) “They need,” Deva replied, with the patience of someone explaining a principle they 
consider obvious, “to be felt, not just understood. An articulate argument—one shaped so that 
people actually feel what it means—is not the same as a lie. The Assembly is not making 
anything up. They are making sure the facts land.” 
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(13) Seren thought about this. The facts were accurate. The Sol Deck reduction was real. The 
unequal access was real. The situation deserved attention. But the language seemed to be doing 
something extra. It was pushing the listener toward one conclusion before they had a chance to 
consider others. Had the Council acted out of corruption? Or simply poor judgment? The 
broadcast had already decided—without waiting for anyone to find out. 

(14) Seren thought about the word calibration, the term the station’s founding documents used 
when describing how policy decisions were to be weighed against competing resident needs. 
Calibrated suggested careful measurement. The broadcast’s language suggested something else 
entirely: a deliberate offense. 

(15) Before approving the transmission, Seren opened the station’s public record and searched 
for the Council’s official announcement. It was there: two paragraphs, dry and administrative, 
with no explanation given for the change. That absence was also a kind of fact. There might be 
reasons the Council had not yet shared. Or there might not be. Either way, the broadcast had 
already supplied its own answer, and Seren had not yet looked hard enough to know if that 
answer was right. 

(16) The transmission was encoded and queued, and then Seren approved it and watched the 
signal counter begin its cycle. 

(17) Then Seren opened a new, private file and typed: Sol Deck morning access reduced from 
four hours to two, effective next rotation cycle. Administrative decks retain separate access 
routes. Reservation wait times doubled. The Council’s official statement offers no explanation. 
Reasons unknown. Further investigation required. 

(18) The sentences were plainer than the broadcast. The distortion, Seren now understood, had 
not been produced by any false statement. Instead, it had been produced through selection: the 
verbs chosen to carry the facts, the arrangement designed to make one conclusion feel like the 
only possible one. 

(19) Seren saved the file and logged off for the rotation break. It was not yet clear what the 
investigation would turn up, or what to do with what was found. But it seemed important to 
have said it plainly somewhere, and to keep asking—before only the broadcast’s version of 
events remained. 

ITEMS — PASSAGE 2 

Item 9 — L.8.4.a  |  Context clues: appositive for “compositing” (para 17)  |  DOK 2  |  MC 

Read this sentence from paragraph 1 of “The Signal Compositor.” 

The signal room on Level Four of Alcyone Station was cooler than the rest of the habitat 
and always quiet—a necessary condition for compositing, the precise work of arranging 
a transmission so it reaches every deck in the correct format. 

Which phrase from the sentence MOST helps the reader understand the meaning of the word 
“transmission” in this sentence? 

A) “rest of the habitat” 

B) “always quiet” 

C) “precise work” 

D) “reaches every deck” 
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Item 10 — L.8.5.c  |  Connotation: “claimed” vs. neutral word (para 22)  |  DOK 2  |  MC 

Read these sentences from paragraph 6 of “The Signal Compositor.” 

“Claims,” Seren said quietly, not to anyone. The Sol Deck, the one section of the station 
where the hull panels opened to full, unfiltered sunlight, was the most contested space 
in the habitat. But had the Council claimed it? 

What does the word “claimed” suggest about the Council’s actions? 

A) that the Council took control of something that did not belong to it 

B) that the Council made a public announcement about changes it planned to make 

C) that the Council acted after receiving approval from residents of the station 

D) that the Council was responding to a problem that had been growing for a long time 

Item 11 — RL.8.4  |  Word choice: effect of “stripped” (para 26)  |  DOK 2  |  MC 

Read this sentence from paragraph 10 of “The Signal Compositor.” 

Seren continued reviewing the file into the next section, which read: WHILE RESIDENTS 
ARE STRIPPED OF MORNING LIGHT, THE ADMINISTRATIVE LEVELS RETAIN PRIORITY 
ACCESS. 

How does the use of the word “stripped” affect the reader’s understanding of the situation? 

A) It indicates that the Council’s decision was made following proper procedures. 

B) It makes the loss of Sol Deck access feel forceful and unjust. 

C) It suggests that Seren agrees with this description of the Council’s actions. 

D) It proves that the Council is being unkind to the residents. 

Item 12 — RL.8.1  |  Evidence: language exceeds facts (paras 26, 29)  |  DOK 2  |  TEI Multi-Select 

Seren is concerned that the broadcast’s language is not objective. Select the TWO excerpts 
from the passage that BEST support this idea. 

A) “The file had been sent by the Resident Assembly that morning, tagged urgent, with a 
note that it needed to reach all residential decks before the evening rotation. ” (paragraph 2) 

B) “The facts in the broadcast were accurate.” (paragraph 4) 

C) “The facts do not need to be arranged to make the Council’s decision appear more sinister 
than it may actually be.” (paragraph 11) 

D) “It was pushing the listener toward one conclusion before they had a chance to consider 
others.” (paragraph 13) 

E) “Seren thought about the word calibration, the term the station’s founding documents 
used when describing how policy decisions were to be weighed against competing resident 
needs.” (paragraph 14) 

Item 13 — L.8.4.b  |  Morphology: root articul- in “articulate” (para 28)  |  DOK 2  |  MC 

Read this sentence from paragraph 12 of “The Signal Compositor.” 

An articulate argument—one shaped so that people actually feel what it means—is not 
the same as a lie. 

The word “articulate” comes from the Latin root articul-, meaning “to divide into parts” or “to 
express distinctly.” Based on this root and the context of the sentence, what does “articulate” 
mean as it is used in the sentence? 
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A) emotionally powerful and able to persuade others 

B) misleading and designed to make something false appear accurate 

C) clearly stated so that the meaning is understood 

D) simple so as to use the fewest possible words to make a point 

Item 14 — RL.8.2  |  Theme: central theme of passage  |  DOK 3  |  MC 

Which statement BEST expresses a theme developed in “The Signal Compositor”? 

A) People in positions of authority cannot be trusted to share information with those they 
govern. 

B) Technology makes it easier to spread messages but harder to determine if those messages 
are true. 

C) Workers who follow instructions they disagree with are responsible for the harm those 
instructions cause. 

D) The way information is presented can influence how it is understood by others. 

Item 15 — RL.8.3  |  Character arc: Seren’s change from para 22 to 35  |  DOK 3  |  MC 

How does Seren’s response to the broadcast change between paragraph 6 and paragraph 19? 

A) Seren moves from focusing on a single word to thinking more generally about the impact 
of the message. 

B) Seren moves from agreeing with the Resident Assembly’s message to rejecting it after 
discovering the Council’s announcement was untrue. 

C) Seren moves from quietly accepting the task to openly confronting Deva about whether to 
share the provided content. 

D) Seren moves from understanding the technical aspects of signal compositing to 
questioning whether the job itself is worth doing. 

Item 16 — RL.8.6  |  Dramatic irony: headline before Seren names it (para 19)  |  DOK 3  |  MC 

Read paragraph 3 from “The Signal Compositor.” 

THE COUNCIL CLAIMS YOUR SUNLIGHT: YOUR ACCESS TO THE SOL DECK WILL BE CUT 
IN HALF 

What does the reader likely understand about this broadcast headline that Seren does not 
fully realize until paragraph 18? 

A) The headline contains factual errors that will eventually be corrected. 

B) The headline includes words that frame a policy change as an act of hostility. 

C) The headline will persuade residents to take action against the Council in ways the 
Resident Assembly had not intended. 

D) The headline reveals that the Resident Assembly has access to information the Council 
has hidden from residents. 
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SPELLING 

Administrator note: Read the word, then read the sentence, then repeat the word clearly, and pause for 
students to write. 

Item 17 — Spelling  |  Spelling  |  DOK 1  |  FITB 

disciples 

The famous scientist's disciples carried on her research long after she retired, applying the 
methods she had taught them to new experiments. 

disciples 

Write the spelling word you heard: 

________________________________________ 

Item 18 — Spelling  |  Spelling  |  DOK 1  |  FITB 

rebellion 

In Animal Farm, the animals’ rebellion against Mr. Jones begins with shared grievances and 
quickly becomes organized resistance. 

rebellion 

Write the spelling word you heard: 

________________________________________ 

Item 19 — Spelling  |  Spelling  |  DOK 1  |  FITB 

parasitical 

Mr. Jones is described as parasitical because he takes everything the farm produces while 
contributing nothing to its upkeep. 

parasitical 

Write the spelling word you heard: 

________________________________________ 

Item 20 — Spelling  |  Spelling  |  DOK 1  |  FITB 

posthumously 

Boxer's medals were awarded posthumously, given after his death to honor his loyalty and hard 
work. 

posthumously 

Write the spelling word you heard: 

________________________________________ 
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ANSWER KEY 

# Answer Standard Skill DOK Type 

1 C L.8.4.a Context clues: restatement (para 
2) 

2 MC 

2 A RL.8.1 Evidence: Carrigan’s claim (para 
4) 

1 MC 

3 D RL.8.4 Word choice: connotation of 
“eliminated” (para 6) 

2 MC 

4 C L.8.5.c Connotation: “surrendered” vs. 
“sold” (para 6) 

2 MC 

5 B L.8.4.b Morphology: prefix dis- in 
“dissent” (para 9) 

2 MC 

6 A RL.8.2 Summary: objective summary of 
passage 

2 MC 

7 C→A→B→
D 

RL.8.3 Character arc: Meera’s events in 
sequence 

2 Sequencing TEI 

8 C RL.8.6 Dramatic irony: reader vs. 
Meera’s understanding 

3 MC 

9 D L.8.4.a Context clues: appositive for 
“compositing” (para 17) 

2 MC 

10 A L.8.5.c Connotation: “claimed” vs. 
neutral (para 22) 

2 MC 

11 B RL.8.4 Word choice: effect of “stripped” 
(para 26) 

2 MC 

12 C and D RL.8.1 Evidence: language exceeds facts 
(paras 26, 29) 

2 TEI Multi-Select 

13 C L.8.4.b Morphology: root articul- in 
“articulate” (para 28) 

2 MC 

14 D RL.8.2 Theme: central theme of passage 3 MC 

15 A RL.8.3 Character arc: Seren’s change 
(paras 22–35) 

3 MC 

16 B RL.8.6 Dramatic irony: headline before 
Seren names it (para 19) 

3 MC 

17 disciples Spelling Spelling 1 FITB 

18 rebellion Spelling Spelling 1 FITB 

19 parasitical Spelling Spelling 1 FITB 

20 posthumous
ly 

Spelling Spelling 1 FITB 
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RATIONALE APPENDIX 

Item 1 — L.8.4 

✘ Incorrect: A) The time establishes when the meeting began but does not define what “convened” 
means. 
✘ Incorrect: B) “The session” signals a formal gathering but does not explain the specific meaning of 
“convened.” 

✔ Correct: B) The phrase “officially called to order” restates the meaning of “convened.” 

✘ Incorrect: D) The attendance count describes the size of the group; it does not define what it means 
to convene. 

Item 2 — RL.8.1 

✔ Correct: A) Paragraph 4 states directly: “in eighteen months, if this plan goes through, you will need a 
permit to walk through it.” This is a DOK 1 direct recall item. 
✘ Incorrect: B) Carrigan does not mention giving the park to private developers anywhere in the 
passage. 
✘ Incorrect: C) Carrigan mentions children’s programs being eliminated in paragraph 6, but this is part of 
a broader statistical claim, not the specific consequence named in paragraph 4. 
✘ Incorrect: D) The passage does not mention voting rights or community decision-making processes. 

Item 3 — RL.8.4 

✘ Incorrect: A) “Eliminated” carries connotations of finality and totality; the passage contrasts it with 
“removed” precisely because it feels more extreme, not reversible. 
✘ Incorrect: B) “Eliminated” implies deliberate action and intent, not rash behavior. The passage frames 
it as purposeful word choice by Carrigan. 
✘ Incorrect: C) Paragraph 6 establishes that Meera notices and is unsettled by Carrigan’s verb choices, 
not that they allow her or the others in the audience to understand and discuss objective facts. 
✔ Correct: D) The author explicitly contrasts “eliminated” with “removed” in paragraph 6, showing that 
“eliminated” conveys totality and deliberate action. Students must analyze how word choice shapes 
meaning—the same fact described differently carries different emotional and interpretive weight. 

Item 4 — L.8.5 

✘ Incorrect: A) Neither “surrendered” nor “sold” conveys anything about the timeline or pace of the 
decision. 
✘ Incorrect: B) Neither word conveys anything about price. 
✔ Correct: C) “Surrendered” carries connotations of involuntary loss—it implies the park was given up 
against the community’s will. “Sold” simply describes a transaction without assigning blame or 
suggesting resistance. Students must recognize how the connotative difference shapes what Carrigan 
implies. 
✘ Incorrect: D) “Surrendered” implies loss and defeat, not benefit; neither word suggests long-term 
positive outcomes. 

Item 5 — L.8.4 

✘ Incorrect: A) Dis- means “opposite” or “apart from,” so a word beginning with dis- would carry the 
opposite meaning of agreement, not agreement itself. 
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✔ Correct: B) The prefix dis- (opposite/apart from) combines with a root meaning “to feel or sense,” 
producing a word meaning to feel differently from the group. The context confirms this: Meera’s silence 
sets her apart from a room of people clapping. 
✘ Incorrect: C) “Dissent” describes the state of disagreeing, not a plan to persuade others. Meera is 
described as not having consciously planned her silence. 
✘ Incorrect: D) “Dissent” describes a difference of opinion that does not necessarily lead to disruption; 
Meera’s silence is the opposite of an outburst, and she does not disrupt the gathering. 

Item 6 — RL.8.2 

✔ Correct: A) This summary accurately captures the main action (Meera attends the meeting), Carrigan’s 
technique (emotionally charged language), and Meera’s response (noticing the gap between rhetoric and 
verifiable facts) without overinterpreting or adding information not in the passage. 
✘ Incorrect: B) This statement conveys part of what takes place in the passage, but it lacks important 
aspects of the plot and is therefore not the strongest summary of the text. 
✘ Incorrect: C) The passage does not develop a disagreement between Meera and her mother. Meera’s 
internal response is the focus, not a mother-daughter conflict. 
✘ Incorrect: D) The community does not realize anything—the passage shows the opposite: the room 
grows “more certain.” Only Meera notices the problem with Carrigan’s approach. 

Item 7 — RL.8.3 

✔ Correct: Correct sequence: Tile C → Tile A → Tile B → Tile D 

Tile A (2nd):  Paragraph 6: Meera notices the verb choices but is “unsure at first whether it was worth 
stopping for”—she perceives something but cannot fully name it yet. 
Tile B (3rd):  Paragraph 12: Meera raises her hand and asks for specific numbers—the first active 
response to what she has noticed. 
Tile C (1st):  Paragraphs 1-2: Meera arrives and notices the unexpectedly crowded room—this is the 
opening setting before any of her analysis begins. 
Tile D (4th):  Paragraph 16: Meera privately identifies the pattern: “So this is how it works”—the 
culmination of her arc. 

Item 8 — RL.8.6 

✘ Incorrect: A) Dramatic irony does not create surprise—the reader already recognizes Carrigan’s 
technique from paragraph 6 onward. The effect is anticipation of when Meera will arrive at what the 
reader already sees. 
✘ Incorrect: B) The reader is not positioned to distrust Meera; the passage invites the reader to 
understand more than Meera does while feeling sympathy for her gradual recognition. 
✔ Correct: C) From paragraph 6, the reader can identify Carrigan’s loaded verbs and emotional 
manipulation while Meera can only partially sense them. This gap creates suspense—the reader watches 
her move toward understanding—and sympathy because she is alert and persistent even in a room that 
has stopped questioning. 
✘ Incorrect: D) Dramatic irony depends on a gap in knowledge between reader and character, not on 
information being false. The passage deliberately leaves the facts ambiguous; the issue is the framing, 
not a truth-or-lie distinction. 

Item 9 — L.8.4 

✘ Incorrect: A) The the room is the working environment; it provides no information about what 
“transmission” means. 
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✘ Incorrect: B) “Always quiet” indicates the conditions needed for the task but does not define what a 
transmission is. 
✘ Incorrect: C) “Precise work” implies the challenge associated with the task, but it does not define 
what a transmission is. 
✔ Correct: D) “Reaches every deck” suggests that the transmission is information that is being sent, 
which is the strongest clue to the meaning of “transmission.” 

Item 10 — L.8.5 

✔ Correct: A) “Claimed” carries connotations of asserting ownership or control over something, often 
without clear right to it. The passage explicitly frames this as Seren’s concern: the word implies seizure, 
an aggressive act, when what the Council actually did was adjust a schedule. 
✘ Incorrect: B) “Claimed” does not specifically convey making an announcement. The concern is about 
the word implying ownership and aggression, not communication. 
✘ Incorrect: C) “Claimed” implies unilateral or assertive action; it does not suggest consent or 
community approval was involved. 
✘ Incorrect: D) “Claimed” does not convey anything about the history or timeline of a problem. 

Item 11 — RL.8.4 

✘ Incorrect: A) “Stripped” carries connotations of forceful removal and injustice; it does not suggest 
proper process. 
✔ Correct: B) The passage notes that “stripped” lands differently than “reduced” or “adjusted”—it is the 
word used “when something was taken by force.” The author uses this word in the broadcast to show 
how language can make a policy decision feel like an act of violence against residents. 
✘ Incorrect: C) Seren explicitly questions this word choice, wondering whether the language makes the 
situation appear more hostile than it may actually be. 
✘ Incorrect: D) “Stripped” makes the loss feel deliberately unjust, but the passage is careful to leave the 
Council’s actual intent ambiguous. Seren’s point is that the broadcast assigns intent the facts have not 
established. 

Item 12 — RL.8.1 

✔ Correct: Correct answers: C and D 

✘ Incorrect: B) This sentence conveys the urgency of the message but does not speak to whether the 
content of the message is objective or not. 

✘ Incorrect: A) This sentence establishes that the facts are accurate, which supports the opposite of the 
claim—it confirms the broadcast’s content is truthful, not that its language exceeds the facts. 

✔ Correct: C) This sentence shows Seren recognizing the language in the broadcast is manipulative 
rather than objective. 
✔ Correct: D) This sentence is Seren’s explicit articulation of the concern: the broadcast’s language leads 
listeners to one conclusion before they can consider alternatives, which is precisely the idea the item 
asks students to support. 
✘ Incorrect: E) Seren’s reflection on calibration develops the theme further but does not directly state 
that the broadcast’s language pushes toward conclusions unsupported by facts. 

Item 13 — L.8.4 

✘ Incorrect: A) “Articulate” refers to the precision and clarity of expression, not to emotional force. 
Forceful, persuasive arguments may or may not be articulate. 
✘ Incorrect: B) The sentence contrasts an articulate argument with a lie, making clear the two are not 
the same. The root articul- means to express distinctly, not to distort. 

Page 13 of 15 



 

✔ Correct: C) The Latin root articul- (to divide into parts/express distinctly) combined with the 
sentence’s context—“shaped so that people actually feel what it means”—points to meaning carefully 
and clearly expressed. Students apply morphological knowledge (the taught root) and context to arrive 
at this meaning. 
✘ Incorrect: D) “Articulate” refers to precision of expression, not brevity. The sentence’s emphasis on 
shaping meaning so it is felt suggests complexity, not simplicity. 

Item 14 — RL.8.2 

✘ Incorrect: A) The passage does not establish that the Council is untrustworthy—Seren’s concern is 
about the broadcast’s language, not about whether the Council has been honest. The passage 
deliberately leaves the Council’s motives ambiguous. 
✘ Incorrect: B) The signal technology is the setting, not a thematic element. The passage develops ideas 
about language and word choice, not about the relationship between technology and truth. 
✘ Incorrect: C) While Seren encodes the broadcast despite reservations, the passage does not develop a 
theme about responsibility for compliance. Seren’s private record and commitment to further 
investigation show the theme is about language awareness, not moral culpability. 
✔ Correct: D) The entire passage develops this idea through Seren’s recognition that the same accurate 
facts—the Sol Deck reduction, the administrative access routes—produce a different impression 
depending on whether they are described with “stripped” or “reduced,” with “claims” or “adjusts.” 
Students must synthesize the passage’s events and Seren’s final realization to identify this theme. 

Item 15 — RL.8.3 

✔ Correct: A) In paragraph 22, Seren notices one word—claimed—and questions its connotation. By 
paragraph 34, Seren has recognized that the distortion was systemic: “produced through selection”—the 
verbs chosen and arrangements designed across the entire broadcast. Paragraph 35 adds the 
commitment to investigate further. Students must trace the full arc of development to identify this 
progression. 
✘ Incorrect: B) Seren questions the broadcast’s language from the beginning and never accepts it as 
appropriate. The Council’s announcement is established as accurate; the issue is the Resident Assembly’s 
framing, not the Council’s truthfulness. 
✘ Incorrect: C) Seren raises concerns with Deva in dialogue but does not openly confront or challenge 
Deva’s ethics—the exchange ends inconclusively, and Seren encodes the broadcast anyway. 
✘ Incorrect: D) Seren’s commitment to compositing is not questioned in the passage. The questioning is 
directed at the specific broadcast’s language, not at the work itself. 

Item 16 — RL.8.6 

✘ Incorrect: A) The broadcast is factually accurate—paragraph 20 establishes that Seren already knew 
the same information from the official Council channel. There are no factual errors to discover. 
✔ Correct: B) A reader who encounters the headline in paragraph 19 will likely immediately recognize 
that “CLAIMS” implies seizure rather than policy adjustment, and that “YOUR SUNLIGHT” frames 
common space as personal property under attack. Seren only explicitly names this pattern in paragraph 
34: “produced through selection . . . the verbs chosen to carry the facts.” The gap between reader 
recognition and Seren’s delayed articulation is the dramatic irony. 
✘ Incorrect: C) The passage does not establish how residents respond to the broadcast. The effect of the 
transmission on the community is not addressed. 
✘ Incorrect: D) The facts in the broadcast came from the Council’s own public channel; the Assembly did 
not access hidden or suppressed information. 
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SPELLING ANSWER KEY 

Item 17: disciples 

Common errors: deciples, diciples, disiples 

Item 18: rebellion 

Common errors: rebelion, rebellon, rebelian 

Item 19: parasitical 

Common errors: parasitICal, parasiticle, parasitacal 

Item 20: posthumously 

Common errors: posthusmously, posthumusly, posthimously 
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